
IN THE MATTER OF  the Resource Management Act 1991  
 
 
AND 
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF A hearing of applications by Tararua  District   Council  to   

Manawatu-Wanganui  Regional Council  for application APP- 
2010014267.02 resource consents associated with the 
Woodville Wastewater  Treatment Plant, including construction 
of  wetlands, a discharge of wastewater into the  constructed 
wetland (initially), then to the  Manga-atua  Stream,  a  discharge  
to  air  (principally odour), and discharge to land via  pond  and  
wetland  seepage,  near  Troup  Road West, Woodville. 

 
 
BY TARARUA DISTRICT COUNCIL 
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RIGHT OF REPLY 
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1. The applicant notes that the hearing was highly productive, and the panel have heard that 
there is a large degree of agreement between the various technical experts. Where minor 
disagreements still exist, these are not to the extent that the application cannot be granted. 
 

2. The applicant notes that robust conditions are desirable both in terms of sustainable 
management and gathering information for the ongoing operation of the plant and any future 
application. But to be meaningful conditions must be fair and reasonable. 
 

3. One area of disagreement is in relation to continuous dissolved oxygen (DO) monitoring. Dr 
Greer raises some concerns regarding the appropriateness of imposing a condition where 
some uncertainty remains. This uncertainty, as I understand it, relates to the fact that 
monitoring has not been undertaken and therefore the baseline state of the attribute has not 
been determined. 
 

4. It has been noted that Horizons have not completed the process for setting target attribute 
states under the NPSFM. The NPSFM does contain bottom lines, and this is not disputed. 
 

5. The conditions DWS26 – DSW33 require monitoring in relation to DO. I am in agreement that 
the conditions should, as a minimum, reference a national bottom line, however I do not agree 
that there cannot be a shift across bands. The condition as drafted does not distinguish a 
positive movement between the bands. As written there is an implication that improvement 
is as bad as a reduction. I do not consider this was the intent of the condition. There needs 
to be confidence that the discharge avoids the loss river values, in my opinion this is guided 
by s3.24 of the NPSFM. An assessment against s3.24 was provided with the further 
information response dated 22nd March 2021 
 

6. Conditions DSW31 and 32 also do not give consideration or recognition to what DO 
conditions upstream may be, but requires that the consent holder be responsible for all 
changes to DO (through the requirement to implement changes at the plant). 
 

7. Until such time that Horizons has undertaken work to determine attribute states and develop 
action plans (as required under the NPSFM) I consider that the condition DSW 32 is not 
appropriate. I have made changes that reflect my opinion to the proposed conditions in the 
attached Appendix with brief explanatory notes. In short I consider it more appropriate, given 
the Regional Council have not yet determined attribute states, to reference impact on values 
as I consider this better reflects what is required by s3.24 of the NPSFM. While I generally 
agree that having a defined numerical standard is preferable, until the attribute states have 
been set this is not possible. 
 

8. In relation to the term of the permit, the application document discussed the policy that relates 
to when a shorter term is being considered. The assessment in that document did not indicate 
that a shorter term was warranted. The minor areas of uncertainty, such as refinement of 
discharge location and ESCP, have largely been resolved. As such it is submitted that the 
term to expire July 2043 is appropriate. 
 

9. Attached is an updated spreadsheet, provided by Mr Watson, showing when funding has 
been made available for the various upgrades through the LTP process. 
 
 

 
 

Tabitha Manderson on behalf of Tararua District Council 

 

 

2nd June 2021 

 

Appendix 1 – Conditions Schedule, T Manderson comments and recommendations 


